
Unfortunately, we think of 
the sacraments so often in a 
legalistic way which is un-
real. Holy Communion is 
exactly what it says: it is 
intimate union with the 
Lord. How can we have  
union if there are sins 
forming a barrier between 
him and us? Would you 
have the face to go up to 
someone you had offended 
and kiss them on the 
cheek? Just as Jesus met 
people during his ministry, 
one by one, and spoke 
words of mercy to them in 
response to their repent-
ance, so he wants to do the 
same for us today through 
his priests. Jesus wants to 
meet you personally to 
forgive you. You have no 
idea of the blessings and 
graces he has in store for 
you if you humble yourself 
and, with true contrition, 
confess your sins. 

The first thing people think 
of when we mention Lent 
is giving something up. 
And sure enough, fasting 
and penance are very im-
portant to the season. 
However, it is repentance 
which is more important. 
Giving something up is a 
work which we do. Re-
pentance and forgiveness 
are the work of God’s 
grace in us. 

I often wonder why it is 
that Catholics in this coun-
try have given up on con-
fession. Why does virtually 
nobody go to confession 
anymore? Priests often 
assume that people must be 
going to confession some-
where else if the penitents 
in their own parish are few 
in number. Well, unless 
some poor priest some-
where is spending most of 
his hours, like the Curé of 

Ars, in the confessional, 
then this is not the case.  

Why go to confession? 
Hasn’t God already forgiv-
en us everything? I think 
that most people who do 
not go to confession pre-
sume that they are already 
forgiven, or maybe that 
confession is for people 
who have really sinned 
seriously, and is not re-
quired for their sins which 
to them seem light. Worse 
still, so many go to Holy 
Communion even when 
there is serious sin going 
on in their lives.  

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Colette 
1381-1447 

Born to rather elderly par-
ents, who had been 
thought unable to have 
children, Colette was 
brought up with great af-
fection and piety. When 
her parents died, Colette 
determined to join the 
Beguines, a lay order. 
However, she found the 
life unchallenging and, 

when she was urged in a 
dream to found a new or-
der of Franciscan sisters 
she asked the Pope to help 
her bring it about. The 
new Order, the Colettine 
Poor Clares, followed the 
rule of St Francis very 
strictly. She died in 1447. 
Miracles were attributed to 
her even during her life, 
including saving a woman 
in childbirth. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am  
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 4th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday John Burton 

Sunday 5th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Baby Owen Paul 

First Sunday of Lent  11.00am   Holy Mass  Stephen Holmes 

  1.00pm   Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass Cyril Bramwell 

Monday 6th  6.00pm   Stations of the Cross  

Lent  Feria       

Tuesday 7th   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Lent Feria    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

Wednesday 8th       

Lent Feria       

Thursday 9th 6.00pm    Stations of the Cross  

Lent Feria       

Friday 10th   9.30am  Stations of the Cross  

Lent Feria       

Saturday 11th  9.00am   ALPHA  

Lent Feria 10.30am    Holy Mass Mary-Annie Hand 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 12th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Joan & Peter Jackson 

Second Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael John Fryer 

Lent    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for these intentions: 

St John’s: Ann & Ted Hardy; In Thanksgiving (JC); Mary Welsh 
St Joseph’s: Kathleen Steele 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation £5. 
Please see Fr Julian  or, at St John’s, Tony Giannasi.  

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is usually available at St Joseph’s presbytery on Monday evenings from 7pm to 
8pm for any enquiries. However, there will be no surgery hour on 6th, 13th or 20th 
March. If you need to see Fr Julian urgently during this time, please see him after Sun-
day Mass to make an alternative arrangement to see him. 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Isabelle May Birkby who will be  
baptised today at St Joseph’s.  

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of John Shufflebotham. The Req-
uiem Mass was offered for the repose 
of his soul yesterday at English Mar-
tyrs Church followed by burial at 
Biddulph Cemetery. 

Requiescat in pace 
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PASTORAL tina Hotel, where our groups have 
stayed previously. You have a choice 
of going by coach or by air. By coach, 
leaving from Stoke-on-Trent, the 
price is £473 (sharing) or £613 
(single room). By air, from Birming-
ham airport, it is £790 (sharing) or 
£958 (single room). For booking 
forms, please call Teresa in the parish 
office.  

First Communion Family Meet-
ing The next meeting for parents and 
children involved in our First Com-
munion programme will be on 
Thursday 2nd March at 6.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Academy. There will only 
be one session each month this year. 
All children and parents are expected 
to come to each of these sessions. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi From Saturday 21st  to Friday 
27th October we are offering a pil-
grimage to Rome and Assisi. Flying 
from Manchester to Rome, we will 
stay at the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome 
for 4 nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole 
in Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes 
the Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room is £150. Half board ba-
sis. For bookings or enquiries please 
contact the parish office. 

New Church Sign Many thanks to 
C McGough & Sons for the generous 
donation of a new Church sign at St 
Joseph’s, and a small sign for the 
Presbytery too. 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are going to take a young people’s 
group to Rome next February half 
term. It is for secondary age and sixth 
form (currently Years 6 to 12). 
Please let Fr Julian know if you know 
someone who would like to go on 
this pilgrimage. The next meeting for 
those who are interested is on Sunday 
19th March at 5pm at St Joseph’s. 

Cake Sales The cake sale last Sunday 
at St Joseph’s raised £80 for our pil-
grimage fund for young people. 
Thank you for your support! 

Face 2 Face There is a day for young 
men aged 14 to 18 on Wednesday 
5th April from 9.30am to 5.30pm at 
the National Motorcycle Museum. It 
is being organised to get young men 
to consider what God is calling them 
to do. The Archbishop and some 
great speakers will be there. Please 
see Fr Julian if you want to go. The 
event is free. Minibus from St Marga-
ret Ward. 

At the Heart There is going to be a 
Deanery gathering for young people 
aged 11 to 18 at Sacred Heart, Han-
ley, on Wednesday 29th March at 
6.30pm. The evening will be led by a 
team from Soli, and the Mass cele-
brated by Fr Michael Puljic. After 
Mass, there will be a get together 
with the hope of getting together 
more often to celebrate the Faith and 
to be encouraged by each other. 

Holy Week Choir We need sing-
ers! Please come and join our Holy 
Week choir to make our celebrations 
of the Lord’s passion and resurrec-
tion more solemn. The first rehearsal 
is at St Joseph’s  on Tuesday 7th 
March at 7.30pm. 

UCM Meeting Goldenhill UCM 
will next meet on Wednesday 8th 
March at 1.30pm. Please enter via 
the Lady Chapel  door, meeting will 
be in the upper room. 

St Patrick’s Day Mass at St Pat-
rick’s Church on 17th March will be 
at 6.30pm followed by a buffet. All 
are welcome. Please sign up in 
Church if you are able to bring some 
food for the buffet. The usual Friday 
abstinence will not apply! 

Meeting for Church readers 
There will be a meeting for all who 
currently read and those who would 
like to read in Church at Mass on 
Wednesday 22nd March at St Jo-
seph’s at 7.00pm. Would all readers 
please ensure that they come to this 
meeting please? 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
The plan has changed. We do not 
have enough pilgrims to go by train, 
because we needed a certain number 
in order to make the coach transfers 
economical. So we are now planning 
to take a smaller group, with every-
one booking through the Diocese. 
We will be staying at the Stella Matu-

YOUNG PEOPLE 

RENOVATION 

Alpha Thanks to the 
leaders and helpers 
who stayed behind 
today for the workshop 
on prayer ministry in 
preparation for our full day Alpha 
session. The full day Alpha will be on 
Saturday 18th March, at Sandyford 
Cricket Club, beginning at 9.30am 
and finishing at 3.30pm. This will be 
an tremendously grace filled day, and 
is core to the Alpha experience. If 
you are on the Alpha journey, please 

try to make sure you come to the full 
day on 18th March! 

Welcome Ministry Fr Julian 
would really like to hear from anyone 
in our four churches who would like 
to be involved in welcome ministry. 
This is not the same as handing hymn 
books out and greeting people—that 
is already done very well. It is about 
identifying new people, and helping 
them to feel welcome. It is also about 
welcoming our regular parishioners. 
It is really about becoming a more 
welcoming community, which cares 
for the people who are part of it, or 

who are seeking the Lord in it. Train-
ing will be provided to all who take 
part. 

After Alpha Mainly for those who 
have completed Alpha, we are envis-
aging starting small ‘discipleship 
groups’ which will be able to meet 
regularly for Bible study, prayer, 
fellowship and encouragement. More 
details soon! 

The next Alpha We’ll be having a 
further Alpha at Biddulph and anoth-
er one just for men. So look out for 
the dates for these Alpha series com-
ing up soon in our parishes. 



Entrance Antiphon: When he calls on me, I will 
answer him; I will deliver him and give him 
glory, I will grant him length of days. 
Response to the Psalm: Have mercy on us, O 
Lord, for we have sinned. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Praise to you, O Christ, 
king of eternal glory.] Man does not live on 
bread alone but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God. [Praise to you, O 
Christ, king of eternal glory.] 
Apostles’ Creed 
Preface First Sunday of Lent 
Eucharistic Prayer I 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: One does not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes 
forth from the mouth of God. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

First Sunday of Lent (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 151          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£333.62, Non-Gift Aid £204.99, 
Total £538.61.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £272.00, Non-
Gift Aid £172.30, Total £444.30.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £242.20, Non-
Gift Aid £172.21, Total £414.41. 
Second Collections This week 
there will be a collection for Cathe-
dral Maintenance. Next week Fri-
day, 10th March is the CAFOD Lent 
Fast Day with a collection to be taken 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 4:1-11 

In today's Liturgy, the destiny of the human race is told as the tale 
of two men—the first man, Adam, and the new Adam, Jesus. 
Formed from the clay of the ground and filled with the breath of 
God's own Spirit, Adam was a son of God, created in his image. 
Crowned with glory, he was given dominion over the world and 
the protection of His angels. He was made to worship God—to 
live not by bread alone but in obedience to every word that comes 
from the mouth of the Father. Adam, however, put the Lord his 
God to the test. He gave in to the serpent's temptation, trying to 
seize for himself all that God had already promised him. But in his 
hour of temptation, Jesus prevailed where Adam failed—and 
drove the devil away. The grace won for us by Christ's obedience 
means that sin is no longer our master. 

‘Sowing the Seeds’ - Growing in 
Faith Have you ever wished that you 
knew the Faith better, so as to be 
able to answer questions? Or thought 
you might help with explaining the 
Faith to others? “Sowing the seeds” is 
an 11 week course for those who 
would like to understand the Faith 
better and pass it on to others. It will 
be held on Tuesdays evenings, begin-
ning on 2nd May, from 7pm to 9pm 
in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, New-
castle. If you would like to enrol in 
this course please see Fr Julian or 
contact Teresa in the office for a 
form. This is a great way of being 
part of our ‘Renovation’! 

on the Sunday. Fast day envelopes are 
available for you to Gift Aid your 
donation if you are a taxpayer. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.53 S Robinson; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.179 B Crotty; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.137 T Clarke. Reminder Monthly 
& Quarterly subs are due this week. 
Numbers are always available to new 
members.  

APF Red Box Volunteer Janet 
Convey, the current parish organiser 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Fr 
Rob Taylerson, Parish Priest of St 
Teresa’s Trent Vale, will be giving a 
second evening of reflection on Con-
fession, on Friday 10th March. They 
will take place at St Teresa’s, Trent 
Vale starting with Adoration at 7pm 
followed by a talk from Fr Rob based 
on his  new CTS pamphlet 
‘Confession’. 

Vocations Mass You are invited to 
come and pray for more vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life. The 
North Staffs Deanery Mass is on 7th 
March at Our Lady of Perpetual Suc-
cour, Fenton at 7.00pm. The preach-
er is Fr Craig Szmidt, originally from 

for APF in Kidsgrove, would like to 
retire, so if there is anyone in the 
parish who would like to take on this 
role please contact Janet on 782410. 
It doesn't  involve a lot of work, just 
a twice yearly emptying of the boxes 
and then taking the money to the 
bank. Please see Fr Julian if you are 
willing to volunteer for this. 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouch-
ers Our Lady of Grace School are 
collecting the vouchers so if you have 
any or are offered them at the check-
out please take them and pass to the 
school or Paula Paskin. 

Fr Hudson’s Gardening Project 
From 1st March you will be able to 
vote in your local Tesco Stores for 
the Fr Hudson’s Garden Project as 
part of Tesco’s ’Bags of Help 
Scheme’. The garden project pro-
vides a gardening service for older 
people across the area and Fr Hud-
son’s are asking for your support. If 
they win the vote they will receive a 
grant to help fund training for more 
volunteer gardeners and buy equip-
ment. 

Wolstanton parish, and currently 
Parish Priest of Quinton in the West 
Midlands. 


